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wise to work under the direction of the forces organized especially to solve
this problem and root out this evil.
Because the work is at hand and because the workers are all too few,
we appeal to-day for a larger membership. The enthusiasm of half a dozen
people, or twenty people, although it is an excellent thing, a contagious
thing, and goes, therefore, a long way. does not count for so much as the
enthusiasm of six hundred people or a thousand people. We have trebled
our membership since the day of our organization, but if we are to accomplish
results that will tell we must treble it again and again, until every consumer
in Cincinnati has realized the power of his influence as a consumer to con-
trol and ameliorate industrial conditions, and has allied himself with us to
make an open fight against child labor and all other evil conditions that blot
our industrial history.
GERALDINE GORDON, President.
REPORT FROM THE NATIONAL CONSUMERS’ LEAGUE
The National Consumers’ League is a sort of great grandmother of the
National Child Labor Committee, and of the local Child Labor Committees,
also.
Sixteen years ago, in New York City, the Consumers’ League began the
effort to stir, and educate, and organize the shopping public to a new consid-
eration of the young workers. There was at that time in no state in this
Union any legislative rstrictions upon the hours of work of young clerks,
cash boys, cash girls, bundle girls, delivery boys, messenger boys, and all that
miscellaneous army of children who serve the shopping public directly and in
sight. It was nine years before the league in New York City grew into a
national effort to educate the shopping, public, carrying into the imagination
of the public where its eye could not go beyond the store, into the factory,
bringing into manufacture the same principle which the league had been
applying to the stores, and calling to the attention of the shopping public the
rights of those who serve them.
Persuasion alone was not powerful enough. It appeared that even though
all the most humane employers and all the most enlightened shoppers should
get together and make as much public opinion as they could, there would still
be an incredible number of the goats separated from the sheep. The Con-
sumers’ League found itself driven to strive for legislation as every philan-
thropic body does find itself driven to striving for legislation. It secured
information on the relation of the young employee to his direct employer,
the manufacturer, the merchant, the telegraph company, and his indirect and
far more ruthless employer, the thoughtless public. And for a number of
years before the formation of the National Child Labor Committee, the
Consumers’ League had been furnishing. material, publishing all such trust-
worthy information as we could get together concerning the legislation of
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the different states; and revealing the miserable lack of official information
covering the situation.
I think that it is not too much to claim that, although strictly speaking
we do not properly belong on this platform at all, we yet have tb~e claim of a
hard-working grandmother who did plan, a good many years ago, for the
greater work which the younger generation of organizations is now carrying
on.
In the experience of the Child Labor Committee it is found that the great
thing to do is to educate public opinion, and many reputable people some-
times, wearying of this, say to themselves, &dquo;What have I personally to do
with this? I am not an employer. I am not keeping any children working
at night or under fourteen years of age, or before they can read and write.
I have enough other sins to answer for, why should I take the responsi-
bility for this thing?&dquo; Then the Consumers’ League persistently tries to bring
home the fact that no one is free to-day from participating in this particular
evil.
There is no one in this room at this moment, I am convinced, who is not
clothed, in part at least, with the product of the labor of young children.
That is what we are working for, to bring that point home and make it
plain to all the people. Young children pick the cotton that we are wear-
ing ; they help to spin it. They help to stitch it in the factories. They have
to do with the distribution of all our goods. They are in the shoe factories.
They are in the garment trades by thousands. They are in the hat facto-
ries, and yesterday, on the street here in Cincinnati, I saw a very small boy
carrying home frames and lining, and velvet, for what are evidently going
to. be very good-looking bonnets for the women in Cincinnati to wear. They
will have been finished under the sweating system. There is no article of
our apparel except precious lace and fine jewelry--cut stones-of which we
can be morally certain at any moment that it does not incorporate the labor
of young children. Thus to every shopper in the United States, man or
woman, the Consumers’ League can truthfully say, &dquo;Thou art the man;
thou art the woman !&dquo; We are all buying the product of the labor of these
children about whom we are conferring.&dquo;
FLORENCE KELLEY, Secretary.
ABSTRACT OF REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF THE NATIONAL
CHILD LABOR COMMITTEE ON THE SECOND YEAR’S
WORK, ENDED SEPTEMBER 30, I906
Legislation.-Last year was the off year in the biennial meetings of state
legislatures. Fourteen state legislatures, however, were in session, and
in all but three child labor legislation was under discussion. Additional pro-
tection for children was obtained in Massachusetts, New York, Georgia, Iowa,
Kentucky, Louisiana and Maryland. Georgia and Iowa, after discussion,
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